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and nationalities, who took over the islands ; but,
as was natural, the fate of Malta was closely linked
with that of its huge neighbour, Sicily* Count
Roger, the Norman, took the islands in 1090 and
gave them to Sicily* He was followed by the
Angevins, Aragonese, and Castilians* Then
Charles the Fifth gave Malta to the Knights of
Saint John of Jerusalem ; after them came the
French, and, finally, ourselves*
The Maltese fiercely deny that they, and their
blood, has become mixed by this great succession
of foreign occupants, and they maintain that they
have kept themselves to themselves, and are the
off-shoot of the famous, but mythical, Mediter-
ranean race* Their language is certainly Semitic
and does not resemble any other European speech*
To me it consists of an astonishing number of J's,
X*s, Y*s, and Z's* Such names as Sijuwi, I Hofra
il Zaghira, and Lr Ramla, Mishkuba, and Naxxar are
tongue-twisting, and have not a European tang*
The greatest event in all of Malta's varied
history was undoubtedly the sudden and un-
expected arrival of St* Paul on the island* Paul,
it will be remembered, got into serious trouble in
Jerusalem and, after being imprisoned, demanded
that his case should be tried in Rome* King
Agrippa said to Festus that if Paul had not de-
manded to see Caesar he might have been set free*
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